
A whole year apart. How many 

great stories can we really tell 

about 2006? Well, Lewis did 

make it home safely (on No-

vember 2nd). Benjamin and 

Arianna grew up so much. 

Arianna learned to walk and 

Benjamin started going to 

school a few days a week. 

While being apart was defi-

nitely hard, we can now look 

at how much weõve grown as 

a family and know not to take 

our time together for granted. 

 

Now we are re-united. The 

house is slowly adjusting to 

another resident (basically 

that means we had to empty 

out Lewisõ drawers to make 

room for his stuff). But Benja-

min had to give up his half of 

mommy and daddyõs bed and 

lost his exclusive rights to 

Lewisõ bathroom. Heõs han-

dling it well. 

 

A year alone with two children 

would not be an easy task for 

anybody. There were diapers 

to change, potty-training acci-

dents to clean up, meals to 

prepare, spilled and thrown 

food to pick up, doctors ap-

pointments, and lugging gro-

ceries with a baby in each 

arm. While doing all of this, 

Lewis was working 12 to 14 

hour days, 7 days a week 

being woken in his sleep on 

most days. Oh yeah, and 

there were bombs and mor-

tars to worry about. But itõs all 

over now.  

 

Together again. The kids love 

having their daddy back. They 

run to him, hug him, tell every-

body that he is ôTheir Daddy,ó 

and pretty much forgot all 

about mommy (unless they 

are hungry or crying). Daddy is 

also so glad to be home (he 

obviously missed changing 

diapers).  

Together Again!  

Tips for Cutting Your Own Hair 

¶ Get your scissors from a re-

sponsible adult, like a teacher 

¶ Make sure that mommy thinks 
you are playing innocently by 

being very, very quiet 

¶ If mommy  discovers you, 
quickly deflect the blame by 
pointing at your younger sister 

and smiling 

¶ Try not to take too much off the 
top or else you will be subject 
to your mom fixing it by making 

you look like daddy (see above) 

A Year in Iraq  

Iraq was the last place I 

thought Iõd end up as a Ko-

rean linguist in the Army. But 

as a member of the 101st 

Airborne Division, it doesnõt 

really matter what oneõs job is 

at the time. If the division 

goes to Iraq, everybody goes.  

 

As a member of the divisionõs 

4th Brigade (the 506th Regi-

mental Combat Team), I de-

ployed to Baghdad, Iraq, 

where we were responsible 

for the eastern side of 

the city. We stayed on a 

small base (only 1/4 

mile wide at any point) 

and lived in tall, 

bombed out, concrete 

buildings. I was one of 

the lucky few and had 

my own bedroom.  

 

Iõd tell you about my job 

in Iraq, but then Iõd 

have to kill you. 

After a long year in Iraq, Lewis finally came home on November 2nd 
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THE YEAR IN PICTURES  
From Lewis, Holly, Benjamin and Arianna  

Celebrating our 4th Anniversary in 
Nashville (November 27, 2006) 

View from the building I lived in for the year 


